FFYs 2022-26 Transportation Improvement Program: Public Comment Summary Including Draft Responses

Support /
Oppose /
Request /
Concern

Project Name

Projects under consideration for TIP funding

Community Path, Belmont Organization: Belmont School Committee Support
Component of the MCRT (Phase

1) (#609204)

Community Path, Belmont Organization: Friends of the Belmont Support
Component of the MCRT (Phase  Community Path
1) (#609204)
Reconstruction on Route 30 Weston residents: Nick Berardinelli, Fer ~ Concern
(Weston) (#608954) Bourlot, Martin Bourlot, Steve Butera,
Roxanne Ferreiro, Barbara Fullerton, Bert
Fullerton, Gina Gagliardi, Doug Garron,
Jennifer Garron, Joan Garron, Lorna
Garron, Barbara Gilman, Richard Gilman,
James Kappel, Deborah Khaksari, Shahriar
Khaksari, Louis Mercuri, Rebecca Mercuri,
Jaclyn Morris, Stephen Morris, Tyler
Morris, Jack O'Donnell, Laura Paltrineri,
Chand Samaratunga, Vidya Samaratunga,
Collin Stultz, Kate Stultz
Reconstruction on Route 30 Framingham resident: Garrett Wollman ~ Request
(Weston) (#608954)
Projects proposed for funding in the FFYs 2022-26 TIP
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase  Legislative: US Representative Katherine  Support
2D) Clark
(Sudbury) (#608164)

Organization: Friends of the Bruce
Freeman Rail Trail

Municipal: Henry Hayes, Sudbury Town
Manager; Charlie Russo, Sudbury Select
Board

Arlington resident: Russ Cohen

Concord residents: Christopher Schaffner,
John Wood

Lexington residents: Kathryn Roy, Dennis
Shedd

Newton resident: David Bronstein
Sudbury residents: Nancy Cantone, Dave

Hutcheson, Sue Idelson, Reyne Macadaeg,
Steve Van Hooser

Boston Region MPO

Comment

Supports inclusion of the Belmont component of the Mass Central Rail Trail in
the FFYs 2022-26 TIP. Provides background on the efforts undertaken by the
School Committee and Belmont Public Schools to support safe student
walking and biking. Outlines how the Belmont Community Path would support
the Town's goals for mode shift, GHG reductions, student health, and
reductions in student busing costs.

Supports inclusion of the Belmont component of the Mass Central Rail Trail in
the FFYs 2022-26 TIP. The Friends of the Belmont Community Path were
heartened to see the robust support of the project throughout the TIP
development process this year. The Friends will continue its role engaging the
community to create safe mobility options, including through supporting rapid
completion of the 25% design, facilitating broad engagement in the
subsequent 75% and 100% design efforts, accelerating the phase 2 design
timeframe, and coordinating with the Waltham community in completing this
gap of the Mass Central Rail Trail.

Expresses concerns about the proposed Route 30 Reconstruction plans that
have been submitted by the Town to MassDOT for 25% design review. The
proposed bi-directional shared use path raises numerous public safety issues,
the two proposed traffic signals need further analysis, and a much fuller and
engaging public participation process with affected residents needs to occur
before widespread community support for the Route 30 Reconstruction
project can be realized. In particular, viable and safe alternatives for bicycle
facilities must be a top priority. Asks the Boston MPO to be aware of these
concerns in the FFY 2022-2026 TIP program as well as in future years as this
project is considered for further design and potential funding.

Expresses disappointment that the Reconstruction on Route 30 in Weston
wasn't included in the draft FFYs 2022-26 TIP and requests that it be
considered for funding in a future cycle. Highlights the current deficiencies of
Route 30 for bicyclists.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

6/3/2021

Response

The MPO values your support for the Belmont Community Path and your
work in recent years advocating for safe, active transportation throughout the
Town. This project clearly aligns well with the Town's goals for mode shift and
greenhouse gas reductions, and would support future student health while
providing an attractive alternative to busing for many. While the MPO
recognizes these benefits, the board was not able to allocate funding to the
project in the draft FFYs 2022-26 TIP. This year, limited funding for new
projects due to cost increases for projects already in the TIP prevented the
board from programming many additional projects in this TIP cycle. The MPO
has formed a policy subcommittee to address this problem prior to the
drafting of the next TIP, with the goal of allowing more funding to remain
available for new projects in the programming of the FFYs 2023-27 TIP next
spring.

The MPO values your support for the Belmont Community Path and the work
of the Friends in recent years advocating for safe, active transportation
throughout the Town and region. The robust enthusiasm for this project
expressed by many stakeholders throughout this TIP cycle has been
heartening, as have the many personal stories commenters have shared
about their goals for the project and the ways in which the path will positively
impact their lives. While the MPO recognizes these benefits, the board was
not able to allocate funding to the project in the draft FFYs 2022-26 TIP. This
year, limited funding for new projects due to cost increases for projects
already in the TIP prevented the board from programming many additional
projects in this TIP cycle. The MPO has formed a policy subcommittee to
address this problem prior to the drafting of the next TIP, with the goal of
allowing more funding to remain available for new projects in the
programming of the FFYs 2023-27 TIP next spring. The MPO also appreciates
your thanks for the efforts of the staff and board this year to recognize and
share the numerous public comments in support of the Belmont Community
Path.

The MPO values your feedback on the reconstruction project on Route 30 in
Weston and acknowledges the concerns you have about the safety of the
proposed shared-use path, the design of traffic signals, and the public
participation process to date. Though the MPO considered the project for
funding this year, limited funding for new projects due to cost increases for
projects already in the TIP prevented the board from programming many
additional projects in this TIP cycle. This means that this project will continue
to be evaluated by the MPO for funding in future TIP cycles. You are invited to
participate in these conversations if you would like to do so. This project will
also be subject to a 25% design public hearing in the coming months, as is
standard for many TIP projects. You are encouraged to continue to monitor
the Town's project website for further updates on when this will occur, as this
meeting will provide a forum for your concerns to further be heard by the
Town and the project consultant.

The MPO values your support for the Reconstruction of Route 30 in Weston
and understands your disappointment that it was not included in the draft
FFYs 2022-26 TIP. While the project scored well in the MPO's evaluation
process this year, limited funding for new projects due to cost increases for
projects already in the TIP prevented the board from programming many
additional projects in this TIP cycle. The MPO has formed a policy
subcommittee to address this problem prior to the drafting of the next TIP,
with the goal of allowing more funding to remain available for new projects in
the programming of the FFYs 2023-27 TIP next spring.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.
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Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase
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Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase
2D)
(Sudbury) (#608164)

Boston Region MPO

Petition signatories: Sally Abend, Lisa
Aciukewicz, Claire Albertson, Brett Alessi,
Selena Alger, Janice Allen, Tom Allen,
Katherine Ames, William G. Ames, Anne
Anderson, Colin Anderson, Jane
Anderson, Lorrie Anderson, Melody
Anderson, Beth Ann, Chris Aparo, Jill
Appel, Danielle Archer, Ho Yin Au, Kate
Badertscher, Isabel Bailey, Joyce C. Bailey,
Tom Bailey, John Baker, Judith Ball, Sara
Ballard, Stuart Bambushew, Jim Barnes,
Kelly Barr, Roy Barr, Chris Barrett, Eileen
Barrett, Nancy Barry, Nancy Bascom,
Buddy Bates, David Baxter, Benjamin
Bayes, Rob Bayley, Michelle Beadle,
Andrew Beaton, Sandy Bell, Keith
Bergman, Michael Berlinski, Tim Berners-
Lee, Nicole Bernier, Ted Bially, Szifra
Birke, David Black, August Blake

Support

Petition signatories (cont.): Michelle Boie, Support
Tim Boland, Carl E. Bonvini, Courtland
Booth, Reyne Booth, James Bossange,
Khaled Bounar, Joseph D. Bowen, Charles
Brady, J. Breen, Pat Brewer, Karen Brody,
David M. Bronstein, Christopher Brown,
David Brown, Rodney Brown, Hal Bryer,
Auntie Bubbles, Alison Bulloxk, Darlene
Bump, Donna Burge, Don Burn, Colleen
Burnham, Terence Burns, Bill Burtis,
Marianne Buttner, Tim Byrd, Matt Byrne,
Deborah Caban, Jeanine Calabria, John
Campbell, Richard Canale, Greg Cantone,
Michael Cantor, Sherri Carlson, Steve
Carr, Sylvia Carroll, Al Caruso, Mikayla
Caruso, Gary Cattarin, Rochelle
Chambless, Mary Kay Chapman, Elizabeth
Cavicchi, Koushik Chaudhuri, Martha
Childs, Sarah Chmielewski, Tom
Christensen, C. Thomas Christiano, Ty
Chum

Petition signatories (cont.): Pete Ciccarelli, Support
Micheline Cignoli, James Clark, Sherri
Cline, Stephanie Cloutier, Paul Cohen,
Russ Cohen, Timothy Coll, Julio Colon,
Elizabeth Conant, David Conklin, Robert
W. Conole, Rick Conti, Dan Cook, Carla
Corey, Nancy Cornelius, Beth Corr,
Christine Corr, Margaret Coughlin,
Martine Cummings, Sandy Currier, Jay
Cushing, Nicole S. D’Auteuil, Jeffrey
Dauzat, Brent Davis, Maria Dawson, Erik
Peter Deede, Jonathan DeKock, Peter R.
Delabruere, Denali Delmar, Eugene
Delsener, Peggy Dembro, Carol Demers,
Eric DeRivera, Jacob Desforges, Srikanth
Reddy Devireddy. Henry Devlin, Susan
Devlin, John Dieckmann, Jeff Diercks,
Shawn Dodds, Carol Domblewski, Daniel
Donoghue

Petition signatories (cont.): Tom
Dougherty, Carol Dove, Virginia E. Doxsey,
Michael Doyle, Anne Dubois, Kirk Dubois,
Cynthia Dunlap, Philippe Durant, Paula
Durkee, Helen du Toit, Miguel Echavarri,
Aliza Edwards, David Egan, William
Eichelberger, James Eldridge, Laurie Ellis,
Pamela Elrod, Mark Engerman, Debbie
Eston, Anna Fadden, Peter Fandel,
Constance Farb, Catherine Farrell, Jane
Fay, Sue Felshin, Richard Fernandez,
Robert Ferrara, Carol Ferrari, Sharron
Figucia, Laurie Fischer, Richard Fishel,
Jessica A. Flynn, Ann Marie Folan-Reine,
Susan Forney, Janice L. Fortin, Walter
Foster, Kathleen Frappier, Courtney
Fraser, Jeffrey Fraser, Bruce Freeman,
Dale Freeman, Russell Freeman, Sandy
Friede, Robert Furey

Support

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

6/3/2021

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.
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Boston Region MPO

Petition signatories (cont.): Dolores
Galacki, Sharon Galpin, Don Galya, Susan
Julian Gates, Thomas Gazda, Edson Gebo,
Robert Gibson, Sharyn Gilfix, Frances
Gillespie, Mary Giurleo, David Glass, Kurt
Louis Glitzenstein, Alex Glover, Gary
Goldsmith, Todd Goldstein, Jason
Gonzalez, Tim Gordon, Sandy Gotlib, Ann
Grace, Gardner Gray, Sharon Green, Al
Grsff, Sarah Guilford, Richard Haddad,
lillian Hadley, Brad Haigis, Tatum
Hammer, Dennis Hardy, Sheila
Harrington, Brendon Harris, Henry
Harvey, Tom Harwood, Welles C. Hatch,
Alan Hayes, Rick Hedeman, Susan
Hedman, Jesse Heines, Carlene Hempel,
Marcia Herlihy, Karen Herther, Marc
Hertzberg, Andrea Heyda, Louis Hills, Sara
Hinteregger, Lara Hoke

Support

Petition signatories (cont.): Harry
Hollenberg, Thomas Hollocher, Mary
Holmes, Debbie Horgan, Greg Hopkins,
Patricia Houpt, Bradley Hubbard-Nelson,
Mark Hubelbank, John Hupalo, Mary
Hurley, David Hutcheson, Janet Irons,
Barbara Jacobs, Jack Johnson, Stuart
Johnstone, Anne Jones, Brian Judd,
Lawrence Kaplan, Beth Karp, Michael
Katin, Thomas R. Keery, Nancy Kelly, Troy
Kenyon, Nancy Kerr, George Kirby, Andy
Kirschbaum, Ken Klein, Jeff Kline, Katrina
Klinkhammer, Cynthia Knapp, Thomas
Knatt, Paulina Knibbe, Andrew J. Koh,
Linda Koretsky, Ed Kross, Michael J.
Lague, Kathleen A. Lambert, Vincent D.
Lamenzo, David Land, Christopher
Landrigan, Linda Landry, Judy LaRocca,
Cliff Larsen, Eric Larsen, Moira M. Lataille,
Tonge Carol Lee, William Lehr, Bruce A.
Leicher, Dick Lemieux, Penny Leslie,
Valerie Lester

Support

Petition signatories (cont.): Kevin Lind,
Jennifer Lipman, Erwin Liverman, Peter
Ljutich, Sean Long, Deborah Lotterman,
Paul LoVecchio, Leslie Lowe, Lynden
Lyman, Allison MacBride, Jeffrey G.
MackKinnon, Cheryl Mahaffey, Rick Marais,
Lynn Marino, Bennett Marks, Tom Martin,
Robert Maselek, Angela Matthews,
Darlene Matthews, Chuck Matzker,
Kandace Matzker, Nathan McBride, Sarah
H. McBride, Mary McCarthy, Emily
McDowell, Andrew McFarland, Joan
McGuire, Dennis McHugh, Fearghas
McKay, Kathryn McKee, Margaret S.
McKenna, Dennis McNurland, John
McQueen, Anjani Mehta, Deb Mello,
Christopher Menge, Roberta Mercier, Jeff
Merritt, Mae Michaud, Tom Michelman,
Charles Mickey, Peg Mikkola, Marc
Milgram, Marilyn Miller, Ram Miller

Support

Petition signatories (cont.): William
Miniscalco, Steven Mirin, Bryce Mochrie,
Bill Moloney, Al Monterio, Jane Morriss,
Lauren Rosenzweig Morton, Stacey
Mulholland, Ram Narayan, Barry Nelson,
Lisa Nelson, Robert Nelson, Fred Newton,
Patty Norton, Rebecca Seel Oddsund,
Chuck Oliveira, Nancy Olt, Raymond
ONeil, Jeffrey Orlin, Barbara Orsino, Fred
Palmer, George Pardi, Alan Paret, Cynthia
Pariseau, Sanjay Patel, Agnes Patnode,
Janice Anne Pawlick, Lisa Pearson, Lisa
Pedulla, Harold L. Peebles, Al Peirce,
Sandy Peirce, Craig Della Penna, Shane
Perfetuo, Judy Perrin, Deb Capraro
Phaup, Sophan Phin, Monica Picarella,
Barbara Pike, Julie Pinard, Tom Pincince,
Bill Podszus, Philip Posner, R. Bradley
Potts, Hale Powell, Nancy Powers, Glenn
Stuart Pransky, Barbara Nichols Previte,
Margaret Kay Primak, David Pryke,
Stephen E. Pustell, Cathy Putnam

Support

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

6/3/2021

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.
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Intersection Reconstruction at
Route 3 (Cambridge Road) and
Bedford Road and South Bedford
Street (Burlington and Woburn)
(#608067)

Boston Region MPO

Petition signatories (cont.): Crissy Quinn,
Ken Redford, Glenn Reed, Katherine
Reiner, Virginia Reiner William M. Reis,
Joyce Reischutz, Joseph Repole, Susan
Retik, Albert Reuther, Lynn Reznik, Lucile
Riand, David Ricci, Ron Riggert, Joseph
Robb, Laura Robb, Bill Robichaud, Sandra
Robichaud, Cheryl Robillard, Dick
Robillard, M. Robillard, Joel Ross, Daniel
Rossignol, Bill Rouine, Clarissa Rowe, Jon
J. Rude, Zena Runkel, Frederick Michael
Rust, David Rutyna, Maureen Ryan,
Briana Sabot, Robin Saitz, Andrew Santos,
Jerry Sarno, Paul Sawyer, Tara Scanlon,
Christopher Schaffner, Mary Schatz,
Tomasz L. Schellenberg, Robert Schless,
Marcia Schloss, Ruth Schmidt, Sally
Seaver, Bill Segal, Kent Sharp, Bob
Shatten, Robert Sheiffer

Support

Petition signatories (cont.): Jack Sieber,
Nilda Silva-Janvier, Katharine Simmons,
Leonard Simon, Barbara Kendall Sintros,
Mary Small, Cath Smith, Gail Smith, Janie
Smith, Rodney Smith, Patty Smythe,
Barbara Soerheide, Julia Sprague, Glenn
Stewart, Karen St. George, Mel Stoler,
Daniel J. Sullivan, Anne Sullivan-Soydan,
Martha Supnik, Steve Sutter, Philip Swain,
Holly Swan, Barbara Swoyer, Mark
Szypko, Maureen Talayco, Brian Tarbox,
Brian Taylor, Gordon Taylor, Kenneth
Teal, Emily Teller, Jim Terry, Susan Primm
Thel, Elizabeth Titus, Steve Tobin, Susan
Tordella, Christina Toro, John Toulmin,
Tom Treadwell, Bob Treitman, Electa
Tritsch, Catherine Tulig, Anne Tully, Lisa
Underkoffler, Robert F. Vaillancourt,
Janine Venuti, Peter Vescuso, Jason
Viehland

Support

Petition signatories (cont.): Lynn Wachs,
Rick Waks, Maureen Walsh, Muriel Walsh,
Brad Wargelin, Helen Wargelin, Janet
Wargelen, Peggy Wargelin, Roxanne
Warniers, Erik Waters, Chris Watson,
Bernard Weichsel, Judy Weinberg,
Nathaniel Welch, Larry Wellington, Roy
Westerberg, Lissa Wheeler, Anne
Whitaker, Hugh Wight, Joe Will, Dick
Williamson, David Wilson, Stephen
Winslow, Tom Wise, Bob Wolf, Bradley
Wood, Alexander Woodle, Jonathan
Woodward, Anne Worth, Tim Wright,
Katherine C. Wurm, Ray Yacouby, Thomas
Yelton, Cameron Yeomans, Eleanor
Yeomans, Mike Yeomans, Ronda
Yeomans, Tsun Au Yeung, Robert Ziemer,
Blaine (no last name given) Catherine (no
last name given), Dewi (no last name
given), Emily (no last name given), Merlin
(no last name given)

Support

Municipal: Kristin Kassner, Planning
Director, Town of Burlington

Support

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Phase 2D) in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and request that it remains programmed in FFY 2022. The
project is a statewide and regional priority, creating connections across
municipalities in the MAGIC and MetroWest subregions. The project will bring
a number of benefits to the region, including creating safe, off-road
connections to critical destinations, providing recreation opportunities,
promoting mode shift, and supporting tourism and economic development.

Supports continued inclusion of the Intersection Reconstruction at Route 3
and Bedford Road in Woburn and Burlington in the FFYs 2022-26 TIP, and
notes that the project is anticipated to be ready for construction ahead of its
current FFY 2025 schedule. The project will improve safety and traffic
movements at an intersection surrounded by critical community assets and
businesses. The Town of Burlington has worked with local property owners to
identify and preserve over nine acres of land through a conservation
restriction, mitigating any potential Article 97 concerns that may arise from
the project.

6/3/2021

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your enthusiastic support for Phase 2D of the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail, which remains a priority for the board. To that end, full funding is
allocated to the project in FFY 2022. The MPO looks forward to continuing to
support the project as it moves towards construction next fiscal year.

The MPO values your support for Intersection Reconstruction at Route 3
(Cambridge Road) and Bedford Road and South Bedford Street in Burlington
and Woburn, which remains a similarly high priority for the MPO board. To
that end, full funding is allocated to the project in FFY 2025. The MPO looks
forward to continuing to support the project as it moves towards construction
in the coming years. The MPO also appreciates the efforts undertaken by the
Town to mitigate any potential Article 97 concerns. Recognizing that the
project may be ready ahead of its current FFY 2025 advertisement schedule,
the MPO will explore opportunities to accelerate this project's timeline should
funding become available in an earlier year.
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Oppose/
Request

Accessibility improvements at the Newton residents: Christine Abrahamian,

MBTA commuter rail stationsin ~ Daniel Barrett, Eve Bould, Mark Bridger,

Newton (#P0170) Jeff Cadow, Eric Campbell, Fernanda
Campbell, Maggie Cooper, Eve Curtis,
Lucia Dolan, Beverly Droz, Andy Gluck,
Michael Goldman, Naomi Grace, Betsy
Harper, John Horst, Janet Kuklinski, Jane
Matlaw, Nick Mishol, Teresa Mitchell,
Angela Nielsen, Barry Payne, Nathan
Persampieri, Bob Persons, Sharon Regan,
Joy Reichling, Alissa Saginaw, Susan
Shepherd, Lynn Slobodin, Mary Hannah
Smith, Jennifer Stone, Susan Tornheim,
John Tourtelotte, Erica Yung, Leslie
Zebrowitz

Other Comments

Draft FFYs 2022-26 TIP document Federal/State: Federal Highway
Administration, Boston Region Office;
MassDOT Office of Transportation
Planning

Request

Support/
Concern

Project selection in the
495/MetroWest region

Organization: 495/MetroWest
Partnership

Organization: 495/MetroWest
Partnership

Funding allocation in the FFYs
2022-26 TIP

Request

Funding for transit projects Municipal: Benjamin Cares, Senior

Planner, City of Chelsea

Request

Bus fleet electrification Municipal: Benjamin Cares, Senior

Planner, City of Chelsea

Request

Boston Region MPO

Expresses opposition to funding being cut for the accessibility improvements
at Newton's MBTA commuter rail stations and requests that dedicated
funding be restored for this work. The proposed ADA improvements and two-
sided platforms would allow increased service on this rail line, a priority for
many residents of Newton and the surrounding communities. Increased
service levels and accessibility improvements can reduce transportation
inequity and environmental pollution. The continued delay of this important
work means that Massachusetts is still not living up to the standards for
accessibility set by the Americans with Disabilities Act more than 31 years ago.

Requests minor text and graphic updates throughout, including verifying that
the TIP document is accessible and properly linked.

Requests the addition of draft self-certification pages in the front matter of
the document.

Requests information be added to denote which projects, if any, are regionally
significant for air quality purposes.

Requests the addition of dates of receipt to public comment summary table.

Supports inclusion of 20 projects in the 495/MetroWest area, with particular
support for newly added projects in Acton (#512122, Parking Management
System) and Ashland (#612099, Bridge Replacement, A-14-006, Cordaville
Road over Sudbury River). Additional support was also expressed for Phase 2D
of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail in Sudbury and Concord (#608164), the Lake
Cochituate Path in Natick (#610680), and the Interstates 90 and 495
interchange project in Hopkinton and Westborough (#607977).

Expresses concern that several projects, including #608443 (Littleton and Ayer
- Intersection Improvements on Route 2A at Willow Road and Bruce Street),
#608480 (Foxborough - Resurfacing and Related Work on Route 1), #607748
(Acton - Intersection and Signal Improvements on State Route 2 and State
Route 111 [Massachusetts Avenue] at Piper Road and Taylor Road), #608045
(Milford - Rehabilitation on Route 16, from Route 109 to Beaver Street), and
#609402 (Framingham and Natick - Resurfacing and Related Work on Route 9)
have been delayed to later fiscal years.

Expresses disappointment that #610660 (Sudbury and Wayland - Mass Central
Rail Trail) was removed from this year's TIP after being included in the FFYs
2021-25TIP.

Notes that the MPO has left more funding unallocated to projects this year
than in past years, and requests that several projects in the MetroWest region
be considered for these funds. These include #610702 (Littleton - Intersection
Improvements at Route 119 and Beaver Brook Road), #610553 (Acton -
Improvements at Route 2 Eastbound Ramps at Route 27), #609280
(Framingham - Roundabout Construction at Salem End Road, Badger Road,
and Gates Street), #610691 (Natick - Cochituate Rail Trail Extension, from
MBTA Station to Mechanic Street), #607774 (Franklin - Resurfacing and
Intersection Improvements on Route 140, from Beaver Street to |-495 Ramps),
#610676 (Wrentham - Intersection Improvements on Route 1A and North and
Winter Street), #611932 (Hopkinton - Campus Trail Connector, Shared Use
Trail Construction), and #604862 (Bellingham - Ramp Construction and
Relocation, Interstate 495 at Route 126 [Hartford Avenue]).

Requests that the MPO's Transit Modernization Program receive additional
funding support, noting the critical mobility and benefits investments in these
projects provide in reducing regional inequities, especially for Gateway cities
like Chelsea. Encourages the MPO to advance more quickly to its five percent
LRTP funding goal for this program.

Requests that the MPO's Intersection Improvements Progam also receive
additional funding support, with a specific emphasis on projects that improve
bicycle and pedestrian safety and reduce congestion and air pollution.

Requests that funding for the MBTA's replacement of dual-mode articulated
buses be further scrutinized, stating that a transition to an all-electric bus fleet
should be a top regional priority. Moving more quickly to electric buses has
the potential to benefit environmental justice communities that have been
historically harmed by deisel pollution.

6/3/2021

The Newton Commuter Rail Station project is currently funded in the MBTA’s
FY22 Capital Investment Plan (CIP) for $5.56M, which is expected to support
the project through design. The MBTA is in the design process for the Newton
Commuter Rail Station project and will hold a public meeting when 30%
designs have been completed. The project is currently being funded using
MBTA sources. As presented in the FFY 2021 FFYs 2022-2026 TIP, the MBTA is
exploring the use of federal loans through the Build America Bureau to
finance certain capital projects at a lower interest rate than traditional tax-
exempt bonds. The projects currently listed under this program in the draft
FFYs 2022-26 TIP are being considered for this program, subject to the
approval of funding through the CIP process. Currently there are no changes
to the Newton Commuter Rail Station project proposed in the MBTA’s FY22
draft CIP, therefore the project is expected to continue through the design
process with the existing funds programmed.

MPO staff have made all recommended edits to the draft TIP document,
including adding or clarifying language and updating graphics where needed.
MPO staff acknowledge the request to add dates of receipt for public
comment summaries. Dates were not included in this table because the
contents represent a summary of all comments received throughout the FFY.
This means that comments may have been submitted across a range of dates
on a given project or topic. MPO staff will consider reformatting this table in
future TIP documents to better illustrate when comments were received.

The MPO appreciates your support for the many projects programmed in the
FFYs 2022-26 TIP for the 495/MetroWest region. Collectively, these projects
are anticipated to enhance the safety and mobility of all in the region, and the
MPO looks forward to continuing to work with the project proponents to
advance these important efforts towards construction in the coming years.

The MPO also understands your concerns about projects being delayed to
later programming years. During this TIP cycle, some projects experienced
readiness issues due to unforseen circumstances in project development and
design. Additionally, a number of projects experienced significant cost
increases over last year’s funding levels, creating a funding shortage in each
fiscal year that necessitated the delay of some projects in order to achieve a
financially constrained five-year funding plan. The MPO has formed a policy
subcommittee to address this problem prior to the drafting of the next TIP,
with the goal of allowing more funding to remain available for new projects in
the programming of the FFYs 2023-27 TIP next spring.

The MPO also recognizes your concerns about the removal of project #610660
from this year’s TIP. This project no longer appears in the TIP because it has
been selected for funding through the Massachusetts Transportation Bond Bill
signed into law by Governor Baker in February 2021.

The MPO appreciates your r for the p ing of
additional projects from the MPQ’s project universe. The MPO will take these
recommendations into

consideration as it advances work on the FFYs 2023-27 TIP. As noted above,
the MPO has formed a policy subcommittee to address project cost increases
in future TIP years. In anticipation of that work, the MPO board elected not to
fully program all funds, allowing the board some measure of flexibility in the
event there are significant changes to the ways in which projects are selected
for funding. More information will be available on this topic as the policy
subcommittee begins its work during the summer of 2021.

The MPO shares the desire to increase funding for transit in the region. To
that end, the MPO will continue to implement its Transit Modernization
Program in the coming years. Currently, only two years of funding have been
allocated to that program, in FFYs 2025 and 2026. With each successive TIP
cycle, an additional year of funding will be added so that the MPO is meeting
or exceeding its five-percent goal of fully funding this program. The MPO will
also seek to close the funding gap between the LRTP goal and the actual
funding level of its Intersection Improvements Program. Additional
intersection safety and operations projects will be considered under this
program in the coming TIP cycle.

The MPO recognizes the urgent need to decarbonize the region's transit
infrastructure, including through the electrification of bus fleets. The MPO will
continue to work with the MBTA to look for ways to reduce transit vehicle
emissions through the federal-aid transit program in future TIP cycles.
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TIP project cost containment Organization: Kristiana Lachiusa, Request
LivableStreets Alliance

Materials supporting Organization: Kristiana Lachiusa, Request

communication of TIP LivableStreets Alliance

Regional bicycle, pedestrian, and Newton resident: Alex Griswold Support/

transit projects Request

Boston Region MPO

Noting the significant project cost increases over the last two TIP cycles,
requests the MPO formalize the project funding process to increase
accountability for cost increases among all parties, including MassDOT,
municipal project proponents, and consultants. States that MPO staff should
be more involved in examining project scope changes and cost increases.
Expresses optimism that the MPO will address these challenges through the
newly formed TIP policy subcommittee, and emphasizes the importance of
facilitating public engagement in these conversations.

Requests that the online TIP project database continue to be expanded and
updated to act as a valuable resource for all stakeholders in the TIP process.

Requests that further information on year-to-year project status and cost
changes be made more readily available in the TIP project table included in
the final TIP document each year.

Expresses strong support for three projects included for funding in the draft
FFYs 2022-26 TIP, including #608164 (Sudbury and Concord - Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail [Phase 2D]), #607777 (Watertown - Rehabilitation of Mount Auburn
Street [Route 16]), and #609066 (Weston and Newton - Multi-Use Trail
Connection, from Recreation Road to Upper Charles River Greenway including
Reconstruction of Pedestrian Bridge N-12-078=W-29-062).

Requests additional funding support be offered to #P0170 (Newton -
Commuter Rail Station Improvements) and the full Mass Central Rail Trail
project.

6/3/2021

The MPO acknowledges the significant challenges posed in recent years by
project cost increases and agrees that changes to the TIP project
programming process need to be explored in order to remedy this issue going
forward. The MPO looks forward to continuing this conversation during the
summer of 2021 through the TIP policy subcommittee that has been formed,
and invites LivableStreets to participate in those meetings as a key
stakeholder in the region.

The MPO appreciates the recommendations on ways to improve the
communication of the TIP process. MPO staff will continue to explore ways to
enhance these resources in the coming months.

The MPO values your support of bicycle and pedestrian projects across the
Boston region, recognizing the significant safety and mobility improvements
these projects are anticipated to bring to their communities. The MPO will
continue to look for ways to support improvements to the MBTA's stations
through the MPQ's Transit Modernization Program, and will explore further
support for the development of the Mass Central Rail Trail through the
rescoring of project #609204 (the Belmont Community Path) for funding in
the FFYs 2023-27 TIP cycle.



